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282 PRISON-LIFE AT RICHMOND. [Juty? 

and Panics," in which it is shown that, as in this, so in several well- 
known historical instances, a groundless and seemingly fortuitous panic 
has turned the fortune of a battle almost won, and has changed a victory 
just within grasp into a disastrous rout. General Barnard merits hearty 
gratitude for the patriotic aim with which his book has been prepared, 
while its execution does ample justice to his reputation as a scientific 
officer and his ability as a writer. 



24. — 1. Prison-Life in the Tobacco Warehouse at Richmond. By a 
Ball's Bluff Prisoner, Lieut. Wm. C. Harris, of Col. Baker's Cali- 
fornia Regiment. Philadelphia: George W. Childs. 1862. 16mo. 
pp. 175. 

2. Journal of Alfred Ely, a Prisoner of War in Richmond. Edited 
by Charles Lanman. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1862. 
12mo. pp. 359. 

These books, published independently and without the possibility of 
concert or collusion, bear a great deal of testimony which, for the honor 
of those whom we still claim as our countrymen, we would gladly disbe- 
lieve. Such barbarity in the treatment of prisoners of war could find 
place in no civilized nation, unless through the brutalizing influence of 
slavery. "We recognize, and the people of the North have been only 
too ready to recognize, the reverse side of the picture. We know that 
the habit of command gives grace and ease to manners among equals, 
and that hospitality is relieved of the difficulties and burdens which 
often cramp and scant it, by the ownership of cooks, chambermaids, and 
waiters, a description of property so sadly mutable and fugacious in our 
households ; but it is equally certain, that few characters have strength 
and sweetness enough not to be made arbitrary and cruel by the posses- 
sion of unrestricted power over others, and the same measure which is 
meted to slaves by their masters can hardly fail to be dealt out by those 
same masters to all such persons as pass under their control. These 
books will render the sad but needed service of illustrating Southern 
institutions. It would be out of place to criticise their literary merits. 
Lieutenant Harris wins our respect and sympathy by his simple, direct, 
frank, and modest narrative. Mr. Ely must, we think, be in a minority 
of one as t© the importance which he attaches to his own person ; and 
though we can hardly say why, we closed the book with less regard for 
him than we bad when we began to read it. Indeed, the farcical presen- 
tation of a wooden sword to the captive Congressman by his fellow- 
prisoners, which, as described by Lieutenant Harris, seemed to us an 
atrocious indecency, no longer surprised us when we came to it in 
Mr. Ely's own ibook. 



